Madam Chair, 
My name is Tess Vistro from Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development. I am from Philippines  and I am speaking on behalf of the Women and Gender Constituency.

We would like to express our appreciation for the progress of your work in this session,  aware as we are that this work facilitates progress in the overall matter of climate change policies and their implementation.
We note the timeliness and urgency of the agenda you covered for this session but have concerns.

The workshops on the development of early warning systems and contingency plans in relation to extreme weather events was not able to highlight the differences nor the differential impacts of disasters on men and women or in the tools presented. 
Chairs, the reality on the ground is that most women, including young girls, older women and women of reproductive age, work within their communities and will be the ones using the newly developed tools. But we note with concern that the tools presented are intended for experts and out of reach for many women. There was no consideration of local and indigenous knowledge systems already in place in local communities. Such consideration would enable ownership of the tools and ensure sustainability and effectiveness of their use.

Further,  the  workshop on the assessment of risk and vulnerability of agricultural systems to climate changes did not consider gender.

  Women comprise between 60-70% of the workforce in the world’s agriculture sector; with proven, traditional knowledge of climate adaptation. The inclusion of this knowledge should be further developed and scaled up wherever necessary to address changing circumstances.
We appreciate the progress done in the elaboration of non market mechanisms as mitigation tools and we continue to strongly oppose the market mechanisms that are being pushed here because markets are driven by the goal of profits over human rights, and thus invariably favor measures and projects that fail to create long term sustainable benefits for people, even if they result in emissions reductions.

Women have much to contribute as creators, designers and implementers of climate solutions. We urge parties to keep women in the forefront of their solutions agenda.

Thank you 

