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Thank you Chair,

My name is Daniela Rangel, from the feminist organization Gender Equity in Mexico.  I’m speaking on behalf of the Women’s and Gender Constituency. 

We welcome the Decision on Gender and Climate change on Agenda item 16  and the devising of the Gender Action Plan, as this will be a step into the systematic integration of gender equality measures to address the climate crisis. 
The Paris Agreement’s aims will not be achieved without gender equality, because the climate crisis is rooted in existing inequalities to deplete nature. Eradicating structural inequalities while implementing the Paris Agreement will be the only way in which we will effectively tackle the causes of climate change while addressing the historical debt with those who are suffering its harsher impacts. In this regard one of the urgent measures is to ensure that women are equally represented in decision-making, both inside the UNFCCC processes as well as in the implementation stage, making sure that in every stage grassroots women are given a major role. The Gender Action Plan must be a platform for ensuring that all Parties implement all aspects of the Paris Agreement bearing in mind the centrality of gender equality for effective actions in mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology transfer and capacity building. No aspect of the Paris Agreement can be conceived without half of the population, and we want to be very clear about this. We denounce therefore that although the initial document included the reference for the need to guarantee human rights, and although members of the G-77 and China aimed to ensure a just transition for all and to make explicit commitments to finance the implementation of the Gender Action Plan, those were left out of the final decision. 

More and more we see that women environmental defenders all over the world are putting their life at stake while preserving the planet because there is no reassurance of any system change. This is why we call for the recognition of the strong connections with existing human rights agreements and a comprehensive implementation of the Paris Agreement with women’s human rights at the center of the actions. We believe that Agenda Item 14c on the Paris Committee on Capacity Building can be a door to enhancing these connections and to bridge the existing gap between the UNFCCC and the other UN bodies in the human rights agenda: we must ensure that whenever implementing the Paris Agreement no violation of human rights takes place.  

Thank you. 





